Date
Hon. Elder Vogel
Chairman, Agricultural & Rural Affairs Committee
488 Adams Street
Rochester, PA  15074
Re:  PA Senate Bill 972 

Dear Senator Vogel,
As a Pennsylvania resident, I am asking that you support efforts to bring Senate Bill 972 to the floor for a vote.  This modest bill would go a long way toward protecting children and animals from harm by placing restrictions on the practice of leaving dogs tethered  outdoors continually or for long periods of time.
Dogs are very social, intelligent creatures that thrive as part of a group.  Continuous tethering leaves them isolated, bored and anxious, all of which can lead to aggression toward anyone that enters their confined space.  We often hear of cases where unsuspecting children have been badly injured or killed after wandering into the territory of a tethered dog.  
Across the state, many dogs are tethered because they have become an inconvenience for someone who no longer wants the responsibility for their care.  A dog can spend hours tangled and unable to reach food, water or shelter even when it is made available to them.  They are subjected to extreme temperatures, often with insufficient shelter or shade.  Dogs that live under such conditions are forced to eat, sleep, and relieve themselves in the same small area day after day, year after year.   In the more severe cases of neglect, dogs have ended up with the collars embedded in their necks.  
SB972 is a step in the right direction toward protecting our state's children and dogs from becoming victims.  Please encourage your fellow Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee members to support the bill. I look forward to seeing what action you take regarding this important matter. 

Regards,
Your Name 

Your Address
Your Telephone Number
